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>  Board
Some important changes have taken 
place within the EHA Board of Directors. 
Ton Hagenbeek stepped down as Trea-
surer having served EHA for six years. 
Ton has been a very stimulating col-
league and under his guidance, EHA has 
become financially healthier than ever. 
We will also miss his particular sense of 
humor. After serving on the Executive 
Board for six years, Emili Montserrat ro-
tated off as Past President. Emili has 
been a great colleague and friend and 
under his presidency, the important de-
cision to merge the Journal with Haema-
tologica took place. Emili served as the 
‘éminence grise’ on the Executive Board 
for the past two years. 

From the board members, Jesus San 
Miguel stepped down. Jesus has been 
responsible for the development of the 
sponsor program where he has been ex-
tremely successful. We are very grateful 
for his service. 

We are also very happy with Hartmut 
Döhner as new Treasurer in the footsteps 
of Ton Hagenbeek. Hartmut has served 
as the chairman of the Scientific Pro-
gram Committee and we are confident 
that he will be a successful treasurer. Fi-
nally, Robin Foà, one of the editors of 
Haematologica/ The Hematology Journal 
was elected as a board member and 
subsequently appointed as President 
Elect. I look forward to a fruitful collabo-
ration in an atmosphere of friendship 
with the new Board.     

It goes without saying how grateful we 
are for the enormous work Eva Hell-
ström-Lindberg has done as EHA Presi-
dent over the past two years. She has 
been an inspiring force to all of us. I am 
happy she will be still involved in the EHA 
as Past President for the coming years.

We are very happy to welcome Clara Ca-
maschella and Christine Chomienne as 
new board members. I am looking for-

ward to their cooperation. In this issue of 
the Newsletter you will find an introduc-
tion to both of them.

Executive Office
Corresponding with the increasing 
amount of activities of EHA, the EHA Ex-
ecutive Office in Rotterdam has expend-
ed to nine staff members. The main task 
of the office staff is to carry out the EHA 
projects and programs. These are cate-
gorized in the sections: annual congress, 
fellowships & grants, scientific working 
groups, CME, national societies, educa-
tion, publication & communication, 
membership and sponsor program.

As the current Executive Manager - Ans 
Steuten - has expressed the wish to take 
up another role within the Executive Of-
fice. Carin Smand will start as managing 
director in January 2008. Annemiek  
Kuijsten will start as our new congress 
coordinator in December. She replaces 
Helen Wodrada who has found a new 
challenge elsewhere.

One of the major projects within the Of-
fice this year has been the launch of the 
EHA Intranet. The intranet facilitates Of-
fice, Board and committees in communi-
cating and sharing information efficient-
ly. This new tool has proven its value in 
the abstract reviewing process in prepa-
ration for the 12th Congress this year.
 
In the fall of 2008 the 3-yearly EHA Mem-
bership Survey will be held. In this online 
survey members will have the opportu-
nity to comment on all EHA core activi-
ties and make suggestions for possible 
new projects and policies. Knowing our 
members expectations of EHA is an im-
portant ingredient for developing our fu-
ture strategy. 

Journal
The appointment of Robin Foà as EHA 
President Elect means his editorship at 
the Haematologica / The Hematology 
Journal will come to an end in the not 

too distant future. Together with Mario 
Cazzola he has dedicated himself for 
many years to the journal with enormous 
success: the impact factor has reached 
5.032 in 2006.
Although no date has been set for the 
possible changing of the guard, a search 
committee for a new editor-in-chief will 
be set up. I am very happy that Mario 
Cazzola has agreed to stay on for a cou-
ple of years.

Collaboration
One of EHA objectives is to establish and 
develop active relations and projects with 
the European School of Haematology 
(ESH), national societies of hematology 
and the American Society of Hematology 
(ASH).

The partnership between EHA and ESH 
is continuously being strengthened. This 
partnership has resulted in four well at-
tended Scientific Workshops so far. For 
2008 three workshops are being pre-
pared: ‘Biomarkers and prognosis in 
malignant lymphoma’ in April; ‘Molecu-
lar prognostic markers in acute myeloid 
leukemia’ in October; and a workshop on 
mesenchymal stem cells in the spring of 
2008.  Two tutorials have been planned 
for 2008, one in Paris and one in Dublin.

During the last meeting with the national 
societies in Vienna, support was given to 
EHA’s initiative to set up an ‘Advocacy 
and Lobbying Committee’. The purpose 
of this new committee is to strengthen 
the position of European hematology and 
to take part in relevant discussions at the 
pan-European level. Topics of interest 
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President’s Message

Willem Fibbe

It is a great pleasure and privilege for me to write this first President’s 

Message following my appointment during the successful meeting in Vienna 

in June this year. 
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are legislation and the issuing of rules 
in relation to hematology, and of 
course the calendar of the European 
Research Area (ERA).

In cooperation with the national societies 
the curriculum passport will be further 
developed as well as the EHA-CME Sys-
tem.

For several years EHA and the Ameri-
can Society of Hematology (ASH) have 
engaged in fruitful cooperation. The 
EHA-ASH International Fellowship 
Award was distributed for the fi rst 
time this year. A most interesting 
policy forum was held on commercial 
stem cell banking. In December 
during the ‘2007 ASH Annual Meeting 
and Exposition’ in Atlanta, a panel 
discussion will be held on ‘emergency 
preparedness’.

Ivo Touw has on behalf of EHA partici-
pated in the Clinical Research Train-
ing Institute (CRTI) which was founded 
by ASH. EHA will consider the possi-
bility of a training institute in Europe 
with a focus on translational research. 
Also EHA will consider its relation 
with private and commercial partners 
for which purpose a Governance Com-
mittee will be set up.

EHA is a dynamic and lively organiza-
tion with a large number of new initia-
tives. EHA’s real strength is the dedi-
cation and commitment of very 
talented people at all different levels 
from the Executive Board to the vari-
ous committees. We are proud that so 
many highly qualifi ed members are 
willing to build on the future and 
strength of EHA. 

Willem Fibbe
EHA President

Rogier Bertina receiving the José Carreras Award 2007 on June 8 in Vienna. 

The title of his lecture at the 12th Congress was “Thrombophilia: from single gen disorder to complex disease”.

José Carreras Award 2007
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Vienna, the 12th Congress of EHA
The EHA 12th Congress in Vienna attracted 6.558 

participants from all over the world. 83% of the 

participants came from European countries, 4% from 

North America and 13% from the rest of the world.  

This documents the increasing interest of the global 

community of hematologists in the activities of the 

European Hematology Association and in its congress. 

>  The meeting participants had the opportunity to listen to 
a wide variety of lectures, debates, symposia, working group 
meetings, meet-the expert and educational sessions. A total of 
1.892 abstracts had been submitted; 10% of them being 
selected for oral presentation and over 40% for poster 
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Vienna, the 12th Congress of EHA
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presentation. The poster presentations were held in the usual 
very attractive format with wine and cheese served during the 
poster viewing and discussion. 
Many positive reactions were received after the meeting. The par-
ticipants expressed appreciation of the quality of the scientific 
presentations and also about the special atmosphere induced by 
the excitement about the progress in practically all fields of he-
matology and by the friendly atmosphere among the participants. 

Thanks to the enthusiastic efforts of all involved in the 
organization of our annual congress  -the Scientific and 
Education Program Committee, Staff of the EHA Executive 
Office, Eurocongress and many others- the congress in Vienna 
was a great success! 

We are all looking forward to welcome you at the 13th Congress 
in Copenhagen, June 12-15, 2008.  

Heinz Ludwig
Congress President 12th Congress

Heinz Ludwig
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>  This year's joint EHA-ASH Symposium 
addressed the very challenging and contro-
versial topic of stem cell banking which is 
increasingly an issue in the lives of many 
hematologists. David Scadden (USA) and 
Willem Fibbe (The Netherlands) provided 
stimulating and informative insight into 
practice on both sides of the Atlantic. 

The Education program, designed to pro-
vide clear, authoritative information from 
experts in a broad range of fields of he-
matology, was also very well attended 
and highly appreciated by participants. 

The Molecular Hematopoiesis Workshop 
ran for the first time at this year's con-
gress on the Friday afternoon. The aim 
was to present cutting edge hematologi-
cal science in a new and exciting way. 
The quality of the international speakers 
and the work presented was first class 
and it is a tribute both to all of the speak-
ers and to the organizers (Tony Green, 
Tariq Enver, Dan Tenen and Ivo Touw) 
that the workshop was such an outstand-
ing success that it was 'standing room 
only'!  Next year there will be another 
Molecular Hematopoiesis Workshop- but 
held in a bigger room.

The main scientific program at the week-
end included the Presidential Symposium, 
where seminal preclinical and clinical 

Report on the scientific 
part of the 12th congress
The Scientific Program Committee was pleased to experience the very positive 
atmosphere and enthusiasm at the 12th EHA congress in Vienna. More than 2,000 
delegates attended the Opening Ceremony for the annual José Carreras Lecture 
delivered, in expert fashion by Rogier Bertina (Leiden University Medical Center, 
The Netherlands) describing his work on the molecular basis of familial 
thrombosis, “Thrombophilia: from single gene disorder to complex disease”.  

work was presented from some of the 
best abstracts submitted to the 12th Con-
gress; and the two excellent 'Science in 
Progress' sessions dedicated to epigenet-
ics in hematological malignancies and the 
origin and fate of hematopoietic stem 
cells.  A wide range of 'hot topics' in sci-
ence and clinical hematology were pre-
sented in the 12 'Hematology-in-Focus’ 
sessions. Similarly, in the Plenary Ses-
sions on Saturday and Sunday, all 5 
speakers gave outstanding, exciting and 
illuminating talks pointing the way to ad-
vances in scientific and clinical medicine 
and exemplifying the role of science in 
improving not only our understanding of 
hematological diseases, but also thera-
peutic outcome for patients (and attract-
ing an audience of more than 2,000, even 
in the very last session of the congress!)

To maintain a balance of clinical and sci-
entific topics ranging across the hema-
tology disciplines, there were 4 highly in-
formative and well attended Clinical Trial 
Updates describing ongoing clinical tri-
als from European co-operative groups 
in CLL, myeloma, follicular lymphoma 
and hemophilia/von Willebrand's dis-
ease; and 6 lively and challenging lunch 
debates covering controversial topics in 
thrombosis, myeloma, NHL, myelodys-
plasia, CML and erythropoietin. The 
'Meet-the-Expert' sessions were moved 

to Friday and Saturday in the early morn-
ing and although many were well attend-
ed and all were hosted by top experts in 
their field, it seems that the early start 
makes it difficult for many participants 
to take full advantage of this opportunity.

Finally, by far the largest part of the con-
gress was as usual dedicated to presen-
tation of novel scientific and clinical find-
ings from new and ongoing studies 
throughout the world- selected from the 
almost 2,000 submitted abstracts. A 
huge variety of innovative and exciting 
studies was presented, many by young 
investigators, both at the simultaneous 
sessions and the poster sessions. In 
many ways these sessions represent the 
heart of EHA and it's future- it is encour-
aging to see more and more high quality 
work being first presented at the Con-
gress and we hope this will continue to 
be a feature at next year's annual con-
gress in Copenhagen, EHA-13. 

Irene Roberts 
Chair Scientific Program Committee 

12th congress




